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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his 
contribution to Indian Freedom 

Movemnent 

Introduction 

Dr. Sunil Shripad Borkar 
Dr. Sunil Shripad Borkar 
Associate Professor, 

Department of History, S. R. B. T. College, Mouda. 

The emergence of national movement is of historical 

dimensions in India, and its culmination in the transter of 

power from British into Indian hands constituted one of the 

most important historical processes of the twentieth century. 

The political events in Germany, Italy and France encouraged 

the Indian people to work for the liberation of their country. On 

the other hand, the British imperialism was one ot the 
ot 

nationalism in India. Nationalism in India was grown to meer 

the challenges of British domination. The very 
existence 

foreign rule in India helped the growth of a national 
sentiment 

important factors in the birth of process of development 

among the people. There was also a clash betweern the bru 

o 

interests in India and those of the Indian people. 
Imagination is 

in Indian 

needed to assess the changes that have taken place 

society as a result of political power coming into briu 



Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his contribution... I 73 

in the second half of the 18th century. Bengal was the first 
province in which the British Raj was established and hence its 

results were also revealed there More 

places. 
ore quickly than in other 

India's independence movement became possible as 
pesult of the growth of the feeling of nationalism among the 
people. Owing to its fast growth after the mutiny of 1857, the 

people started to resist gradually the alien rule. The passion of 
nationalism created a feeling of unity among the people of the 

country. India was a land where there were numerous 

differences among the people due to differences in the religions, 

languages, regions and castes which were deeply rooted since 

the early times. But the growth of nationalism made them 

realized that in spite of these differences, politically they 

belonged to one community. Politically they should ignore 

these differences and become loyal to the national community 

The national movement taking place in India also affected 

the young Subhas Chandra Bose, who was living in England at 

that time. As a result, Subhas Chandra Bose resigned from his 

post after passing the ICS examination and participated in the 

Indian National Non-Cooperation Movement to surrender 

himself to the ndian National Movement. Mahatma Gandhi 

launched the Non-violent Non-cooperation movement on 4n 

September 1920. Subhas Chandra Bose decided to work in the 

movement and the Congress under the leadership of 

Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. His fame was increasing day by 

day. He started taking an active part in the politics of Berngal 

and he also started taking major part in Congress activities and 

SOon he was elected the leading Congress 

preparations for a 

man in India. The 

peaceful procession were going on in 

Gorakhpur on 5th February 1922. The British used their 

repression Process forcefully there and on this matter, the youth 
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the police post. In this kind of arson, 
in retaliation set fire to the 

many people were injured and 

had spread everywhere. When Mahatma Gandhi gÍt h: 
vement with immediate 

killed and total 

he was very sad and ended the 

effect and on 10th March 1922, he was arrested. 

Netaji and his life 

It is true that the national movement was an anti-colonial movement, in which the entire society stood up against 

dissatisfaction got this news, 

colonialism. It was a multiclass movement which representing the interests of various sections and strata of Indian society. Tha 
life of great nationalist, revolutionary and thinker NetajiSubhas 
Chandra Bose is a unique story of sacrifice and a source of 
inspiration for the Indian youth. Watching the sad plight of the 
Countrymen and the oppressive policies of the British, his heart 
started burning in the flame of vengeance. When the British 
tried to stop the growing steps of Subhas Chandra Bose 
towards independence, he left the country and stayed abroad 
and continued the struggle for the independence ofMotherland. He is known as brave and courageous son of mother India who 
gave his life for the freedom of India 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was a great personality visionary. He was a born rebel and revolutionary but apart 
from that, he was an excellent statesmarn, an able administrator 
ana an excellent mind. He was a militarv genius with nat leadership qualities. Morally, spiritually also, 
ne was a giant.He was passionately devoted to the ca 

and intellectually also, 

Indian freedom from his youthful days and with uncommon zeal and single mindedness. His 
patriotism was beyond doubt. All these salient features of this 

great 
personality are revealed in his writings and speeches -formal or informal - and so it has been my earnest endeavour to study. 

Pursued his aim 
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Cabhas and his mind through his letters, articles, speeches and etatements.The popular perception of NetajiSubhas Chandra B.ase is that of a warrior hero and a revolutionary leader who led a life of suffering and sacrifice and during the Second World 
War waged a great armed struggle against the British for the 
freedom of India. What is often forgotten is that the warrior naused between battles to reflect and write about the 
fundamental political, economic and social issues of India and 
the world during his life time. Despite being immersed in the 
tumult of the anti-colonial struggle, Subhas Chandra Bose 
delved back in his writing into India's long and complex history 
and looked forward to the socio economic reconstruction of 
India, once the political independencewas won. 

The ideas he put forward were not of either a wondering 
mystic oblivious of the earth or a doctrinaire revolutionist 

reared on imported copybook maxims. They were the products 
of a philosophical mind applied to careful analyses of specific 
historical situations and informed by direct and continuous 
revolutionary experience in different parts of the world of a 
kind, unknown to any other leader of contemporary 
India.Subhas finished his B.A. in Philosophy with first class 
honours and started his M.A. in Psychology but a few months 
later, he accepted his father's suggestion to go to Cambridge to 
study for Indian Civil Services examination. Early in July 1920, 
eight month after he joined Cambridge University Subhas set 
tor the Civil service examination in London and though he 
Worked hard, he was not hopeful. To his surprise, however, he 

was not only successful but came out forth. 
When Subhas landed back at Mumbai on 16th July 1921 

mmediately he met Mahatma Garndhi and had an intimate talk 

with him. Gandhiji had launched a countrywide movement or 
Progressive non-cooperation against the British rulers then. 
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liti
ca

l 

gur
u. 

all 
they

 

cou
ld giv
e, for the 

cau
se of

 
the 

co
un

try
. H

e 
ac

ce
pte

d 

cou
ld give

 all that
 he

 
had

, and who 

cou
ld 

dem
and

 

from
 

oth
ers

 

CR. Das was the man
 

who kne
W wh
at he

 
was 

abo
ut and who de

sir
ed

 to
 

em
ula

te and 

de
cid

ed
 to

 
fol

low
 him 

as
 

he
 

felt that
 

Ch
and

ra Bos
e then
 

tou
nd 

a 
lea

de
r in

 
Ch

itt
ara

nja
n Das 

who
m he

 oul
d 

brin
g 

Ind
ia to

 
the 

ch
eri

sh
ed

 

goal
 of

 
fre

ed
om

.S
ub

ha
s 

have clea
r 

Ne
taji

 

Su
bh

as 

Ch
an

dra
 

Bos
e and his 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
n..
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re
str

ict
 his 

m
ov

em
en

t 

wi
thi

n 

In
dia

, but 

lo
 

str
en

gth
en

 

Ind
ia's

 

Ind
ep

en
de

nc
e, 

Su
bha

s 

Ch
and

ra 

all 
ove

r 
Ind

ia.
 

It
 

wo
uld

 try to
 

ab
oli

sh
 the 

Za
mi

da
ri 

sys
tem

 and 

es
tab

lis
h 

that
 

Ind
ia wo

uld
 

be
lie

ve
 in

 a 
str

on
g 

ce
ntr

al 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t 
trom

 

It
 

wo
uld

 
su

pp
ort

 

fed
era

l rule
 as

 

the 
ult

im
ate

 

ob
jec

tiv
e but 

thr
ead

. 

He
nce

, he
 

had 

pre
pa

red
 the 

fol
low

ing
 

pro
gra

ms
 for the try

ing
, 

som
eh

ow
 to

 
tie 

dif
fer

en
t but 

op
po

sin
g 

ele
me

nts
 

into
 one 

Co
ng

res
s 

un
der

 

M
ah

atm
a 

Ga
nd

hi was an
 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n that

 was lef
tis

ts 

wo
uld

 

in
cr

ea
se

 in
 

Ind
ia in

 
the 

tim
es to

 
com

e 

be
ca

us
e the Su

bh
as 

Ch
an

dr
a Bos
e had 

ho
ped

 

tha
t the 

pow
er of

 
the 

idea of
 

the 

su
cc

es
siv

e 

sta
ge

s of
 

the 

cam
pa

ign
 

whi
ch 

which
 

Ma
hatm

a 

Ga
nd

hi had 

fo
rm

ul
ate

d and that
 he

 
did not 

H
e 

felt that
 

the
re was 

a 
de

plo
rab

le lack
 of

 
cla

rity
 in

 
the plan

 



C
ha

nd
ra

 
and the
y 

trie
d 

bes
t to

 
gu

ard
 

him
 

Al
ex

an
de

r 
We

rth.
 

him 

a 
rank

 

and 

po
sit

ion
 

be
fit

tin
g his pers
 Na

tio
na

l 

Co
ng

res
s at

 
tha

t 

tim
e. 

The
y 

too
k 

pa
ins

 to
 

ac
qu

ire
 for 

de
ve

lop
m

en
ts in

 
Ind

ia and also
 

the 

pr
ob

lem
s of

 
the 

Ind
ian

 

had
 

gua
rd him 

ag
ain

st 

un
pl

ea
sa

nt
 

co
nta

cts
 

arr
iva

l in
 

Ge
rm

an
y. Dr. 

A
da

m
-v

on
-T

ro
tt 

as
sis

ted
 by

 

Dr. 

war 

wh
ich

 

was 

as
sig

ne
d the 

tas
k of

 
lo

ok
in

g 

aft
er 

him
, on

 

his 

alo
ng wit
h the 

In
fo

rm
ati

on
 

Se
cti

on
 

was 

ad
de

d to
 

it 
du

rin
g the 

ac
co

m
m

od
ati

on
 

and 

oth
er 

fa
cil

iti
es

. 

The 

Ge
rm

an
 

fo
re

ig
n 

Of
fic

e 

som
e 

kn
ow

led
ge

 
abo

ut 

bee
n 

mad
e to

 
es

tab
lis

h 

co
nta

ct 

wit
h him and to

 
pr

ov
id

e 

Su
bh

as 

Ch
an

dra
 

Bo
se'

s 

arr
iva

l 

the
re 

an
da

pp
oi

nt
m

en
ts had 

co
nf

id
en

tia
l. The 

Ge
rm

an
 

Sta
te 

D
ep

ar
tm

er
nt

 

was 

in
fo

rm
ed

 of
 Bo

se'
s 

arr
iva

l in
 

Ge
rm

an
y was

 

War II, to
 

fig
ht for the 

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 of
 

In
di

a.N
ew

s of
 

Su
bh

as 

su
rr

en
de

re
d to

 
the 

Ge
rm

an
 

fo
rce

s and 

Ita
lia

n 

fo
rc

es
 in

 
W

orl
d 

tho
se 

Ind
ian

 

war 

pr
iso

ne
rs of

 
the 

En
gli

sh
 

arm
y, who

 had ac
tiv

iti
es

 of
 

this
 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
n 

sta
rte

d in
 

Ap
ril 

194
2. It

 
in

sp
ire

d 

Sa
rd

arA
jit 

Sin
gh,

 the 
unc

le of
 

gre
at 

ma
rty

r 

Bh
aga

t 

Sin
gh

. The 

es
tab

lis
he

d in
 

Ita
ly 

wit
h the 

eff
or

ts of
 

the 

gre
at 

re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

 

fo
rm

ul
ati

on
. The 

sec
on

d 

Az
ad 

Fin
d 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t was Mu

slim
 

re
vo

lu
tio

na
rie

s also
 

co
nt

rib
ut

ed
 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
lly

 in
 

its eff
ort

s of
 

the 

gre
at 

re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

 

Raj
a 

M
oh

en
dr

a 

Pra
tap

. 

es
tab

lis
he

d in
 

Af
gh

an
ist

arn
 

aft
er the 

Fir
st 

Wo
rld

 

War wit
h the 

The firs
t 

Pr
ov

isi
on

al 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t of

 
Aza

d 

Hin
d w

a 

pe
rso

na
lit

y and 
pre

sti
ge

 

kep
t 

hig
hly

 

the 

6)
 

Fo
rm

at
io

n of
 

Az
ad 

Hin
d 

Sen
a man

y 
fro

nts
 

sim
ul

tan
eo

us
ly

. 
wh

en
ev

er any 

ac
tio

n was 

tak
ern

, it 
co

uld
 be

 
wo

rke
d on

 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

 

un
der

 one 
na

tio
na

l SO
 

use the 
ex

ist
ing

 

in
ter

na
tio

na
l 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
n for this

. wo
uld

 
also

 
res

ort
 

80
 | 

Rol
e of

 
Ne

taji
 

Su
bh

ash
 

Ch
an

dra
 

Bo
se.

. 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e Su
bh

as 

Ch
an

dra
 

Bos
e 

wo
uld

 try tO
 

or
ga

nis
e all 

ex
tre

mi
st 

tha
t 

to
 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 

pro
pa

ga
nd

a to
 

try to
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with the Nazis. They temporarily established his headquarters 

at the H Hotel Excelsior where he was lodged in the beginning. A 
friendly group of the officials in the German Foreign Office was 
aware of the fact that Hitler himself did not have any 

knowledge about India or the Indian people and their problems 

and that he looked at India through English eyes.At that time, 

due to Germany being involved in the Second World War, it 

took a long time for Subhas Chandra Bose to get the required 

facilities to implement his plans.Subhas Chandra Bose started 

collecting Indians in Germany who were willing to help 

him.Subhas Charndra Bose planned to build an Indian army in 

Germany after a thorough study of the then conditions. He 

planned to enlist in the army those Indian prisoners of war who 

had fought on behalf of English forces on the front of North 

Africa and were held captive by the Gernman troops. Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose planned to unload this self-organized 

Small but well-trained and strong-minded army for his freedom 

on the northern eastern boarders of India.22 He was confident 

that with the entry of our army into the Indian border, there 

would be a favourable environment for armed struggle in India 

and Indian forces would revolt against the British. In such 

situation, Azad Hind Fauj will get great achievement by 

receiving heartfelt cooperation of Indian people, the rebellion of 

armies and active cooperation of foreign army.The Indian 

vational Army (I.N.A.) was an armed force formed by Indian 

nationalists in 1942 in South-east Asia during Second World 

War. Its aim was to secure Indian independence from British 

rule. It formed an alliance with Imperial Japan in the latter's 

Campaign in the South Asian theatre of World War II. The 

Tormation of the Indian National Army was neither abrupt nor 

entirely the handiwork of the Japanese. Even before the First 

World War, Indian revolutionarv nationalists had been carrying 
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on their anti-British propaganda from the soil of Japan. At that 
time Japan was an ally of Britain and could not, therefore, openly express sympathy for the Indian nationalists but 
unofficially supported and helped them, moreover, gave 
considerable encouragement to them. Even before Subhas 
Chandra Bose came to South East Asia, Rash Behari Bose, an 
Indian revolutionary had already prepared the land for the 
independence of ndia. He always tried to inspire the Japanese 
government to plan a military course of action against the 
British.The locus standi of the Provisional Government of Azad 
Hind had been proved with logical and factual evidence and 
was justified on the basis of international law that itconstituted 
a legitimate government accredited with national sovereignty 

as recognized by other countries. All the pre-requisites for the 
formation of a government were fulfilled by this government 
like territory, international recognition, habitual obedience of 
the people, financial resources, organized govermment, 
existence of state machinery and a code of law etc. That was 
why the LN.A. movement, as Bhulabhai Desai, the Defense 
Counsel in the LN.A. trial, pointed out, with reference to facts 

and figures, was not an insurgency, and constituted no war 
crime against the British Government. It was a national war of 
independence for India under a national Sovereign State 
against the illegal British Raj. 
Conclusion 

Subhshbabu always believed that Indian National 
Congress represented a movemernt, which had sprung from the 

soil of India. It was the political organ of India, which 
embodied their hopes, aspirations and ideals. He had faith that 
Congress had unlimited potentialities of growth and 
development. This growth was the result of inner urge thougn 
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had 

been 

stim
ulated 

by 

external 

factors. 

For 

the 

em
ergence 

of Forw
ard 

Block, 

neither 

personal 

factors 

nor 

accidental 

circum
stances 

w
ere 

responsible. 

T
he 

Forew
ord 

Bloc 

appeared 

hecause 

according 
to 

Subhas, 

the 

Congress 

must 

entered 

the new
 

phase 
of its 

evolutionary 

process.Subhas 

C
handra 

Bose bappens 
to 
be 

one 
of these 

m
ost 

im
pressive 

nationalists. 

He was 

one 
of the 

m
ost 

effective 

negotiators 

with 

regard 
to

 
all 

the im
portant 

issues 

pertaining 
to 
the 

nation. 
H

e 

deliberated 
on 
all m

ajor 

significant 

issues 
in

 

his 

ow
n 

independent 

and 

creative 

m
anner. 

N
aturally, 

a study 
of his 

intellectual, 

political 

and social 

concerns 
is 

very 

interesting 

and 

deserved 
to 
be 

exam
ined 

and 

evaluated, 

particularly 

when 
we 

have 

been 

independent 

for 

last 

58 

years. 
It is 

possible 

to 

see 

the 

relevance 

and 

R
eferences 
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